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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To extend a region on a medium freely, and 
to improve the efficiency of the utilization of an unused 
region by using a part of the unused region in the 
recording region of another application as an alternate- 
region extending section for data when there is no blank 
in a recording region. 

CONSTITUTION: When a file recorded in a region 12 for 
data is rewritten, an unused region in an alternate region 
13 for data is investigated. Another region 12 is 
investigated when there is no blank in the region 13, and 
the procedure is set up so that a part of an unused 
region 12b can be employed as an extending section 
1 3EXT in the alternate region for data when the region . 
12b is discovered in the region 12. Consequently, the 
unused regions of the region for data are decreased 
from 12b to 12b', but the blank region 13EXT formed by 
the decrease can be used as the alternate region 13 for 
data. The names of the extending region and a region to 
be extended and an extending range are recorded in a 
region 1 1 for a management region, and an operator is informed of the extension of the regions. 
Accordingly, the region on a medium can be extended freely, thus effectively utilizing the 
unused region. 
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